
Cabernet sauvignon  

Napa Valley 

The Wine 
Our Napa Valley Cabernet sauvignon is a blend created in the historic “claret” style from select vineyards and 

appellations within the renowned Napa Valley.  The word claret was first used in popular English literature 

sometime before 1350, and appeared in Chaucer’s Canterbury Tales.  Claret refers to Bordeaux wines that have been 

“Hermitaged” – wines from Galicia or Hermitage (often Syrah) have been added – to improve the fruit and color.  In 

our case, we add a very small amount of Syrah to soften the tannins, improving the mouthfeel and texture of the 

wine, thus eliminating the need for fining agents. 

Drawing on his experience with Cabernet sauvignon and his time in Bordeaux, Anthony has created a wine that 

respects this historic blended wine style, utilizing fruit from the unique appellations of Napa Valley.  Our 2012 

vintage is a blend of Cabernet sauvignon (82%), Merlot (8%), Cabernet franc (3%), Petit verdot (3%), Malbec (3%), 

and Syrah (1%).  The wine was aged in a combination of French (86%) and American (14%) oak barrels, of which 

61% were new barrels, for 18 months. The wine was not fined and received a gentle filtration prior to bottling.   

Tasting Notes 
Our  Cabernet sauvignon is a wine that derives its complexity from the blending of six grape varietals.  In the glass, 
the wine shows its dark ruby color while aromas of cassis and dark berries rise up to your nose.  Deep in color, the 
nose opens with ripe red fruit, dried herb, and granite.  The palate is rich, round and mouth filling with firm tannins 
and a great structure.  Addition of Syrah softens the apparent tannins on the leading edge of the wine, allowing the 
fruit to shine.  The end result is a supple, elegant wine that pairs well with a wide array of foods from grilled meats, 
roasted vegetables or pizza. 

Technical Analysis 
Varietal:    

Appellations:  

Total Acid: 
pH: 
Alcohol: 
Aging: 
Production: 

Cabernet sauvignon (82%), Merlot (8%) Cabernet franc (3%), 
Petit verdot (3%), Malbec (3%), and Syrah (1%), 
Rutherford (36%), Calistoga (29%), Atlas Peak (19%), 
Lake County (9%), Yountville (6%), Sierra Foothills (1%) 
0.66 gm/100ml 
3.35 
13.6% 
18 months in 86% French Oak, 14% American Oak, 61% New 
1,688 6-bottle cases 


