
Chardonnay  
Estate Bottled 

Napa Valley 

Vineyard 

Our Chardonnay grapes are grown on the estate Spanos Berberian Vineyard, surrounding the winery. Yountville 

enjoys the early morning fog and cool growing conditions of the maritime influenced southern Napa Valley, whilst 

the early receding fog gives us more sunlight and warmer daytime temperatures than the more southerly Oak Knoll 

and Carneros regions. This vineyard blend from vineyards with warm summer daytime temperatures and cool 

evenings result in grapes with rich fruit flavors and an excellent acid balance. 

Vinification 

Grapes were gently crushed directly to press, settled, racked, inoculated with VL2 yeast and cold fermented to retain 

the full varietal character of grapes. Twenty-five percent of the wine was chilled and racked to barrel (36% of which 

were new) at 16 degrees Brix, where it completed the primary and subsequent malo-lactic fermentation in the barrel. 

The wine was then barrel aged for 6 months, absent any yeast or malo-lactic lees.  The remaining balance of the 

wine (67%) was cold fermented and aged in stainless steel and has not undergone malo-lactic. The wine was cold 

stabilized, bentonite fined and filtered prior to bottling. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Technical Analysis 

Varietal    

Source  

Harvest Sugar 

Harvest Acid 

Total Acid 

pH 

Alcohol  

Aging 

Chardonnay 

Yountville, Napa Valley  

24.9 °Brix

0.48 gm/100ml

0661 gm/100ml

3.66

13.8%

67% tank, 33% barrel (6 mos), 
36% new oak

Tasting Notes 

More European in style than Californian, restrained use of 

oak and the absence of lees during barrel aging allow the 

tropical and citrus fruit flavors to flourish. This wine is an 

excellent bridge between the crisp, unwooded Southern 

Hemisphere style and the rich, oaky, buttery style of 

California. Aromas of green apple, pear and a hint of oak, 

with a rich, creamy round texture from the malo-lactic 

fermentation, give the wine a delicious mouthfeel and 

lengthy finish while the tank-fermented portion keeps the 

wine bright, crisp and lively. Crisp and refreshing on the 

palate, this delicious food wine is a delightful 

accompaniment to a broad spectrum of dishes, or, served 

slightly chilled, as an aperitif. 




